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mind; it is the true c saint's rest;' the ultimate reconcilia-
tion between our personality and God's, in which the breach
between the natural man and the spiritual man is taken
away by our integration with the Divine will. This repose
at the upper end once established, the peculiar moral
emotions, of approbation and disapprobation, can no longer
be directed towards the character: they are in place only
among the contingencies of conflict, and have no appli-
cation either to a nature where liberty has not yet begun, or
to one where emancipation is complete: organic necessity
is beneath them; free sanctity is above them : a creature, to
be applauded^ must be more than a creature; a God, to be
(in any strict sense) praised, must be less than a God.
These sentiments are replaced, at such an elevation, by the
several degrees of admiration, love, and worship, towards
which the ethical feelings ever aspire and in which they
ultimately, merge. They would be simply aesthetic senti-
ments, as if drawn forth merely by the <aXov unqualified by
the aya&ov, were they cut off from the path by which they
are approached, and left alone at their insulated height:
and the Hellenic philosophy exhibits this type of feeling to-
wards heavenly beings, as constitutionally beautiful, as pro-
totypes and abodes of the true and fair and good, rather
than as tinctured with any proper character. The strong
hold which the Christian conception has of Holiness and
Righteousness^ as predicates of God, arises from the fact that
it approaches Him along the pathway of humanity, and
contemplates both the Divine perfection and the saintly
rest as if it were the contrast and outcome of a conflict of
moral alternatives, and resembled the repose in which a pro-
bationary drama issues. Not, of course, that any Christian
supposes God to be susceptible of temptation, or to have
attained His infinite perfection through antecedent steps of
inward self-discipline. Did we contemplate Him as Abso-
lute, and present Him to our thought in metaphysical soli-
tude, out of all relation to the spirits of created beings, we
should be obliged to conceive of Him as perfect, not by